


As we reflect on the highlights and accomplishments of the last year, we are tremendously proud of the team 
and partners at CDS for providing high-quality services for our clients and families. The commitment and 
dedication of our collaborative is unmatched. We are able to accomplish our mission thanks to the generous 
spirit of our funders and donors, and we are immensely thankful for the support of the community. 

If you’ve had the chance to spend time at CDS, you’ve surely felt the energy in our waiting area as children 
come and go or linger between appointments. The joy is contagious as they recognize, along with their 
families, the strides they are making in their therapy, or the pride they feel when they achieve something they 
haven’t before. This magic happens all day, every day at CDS. 

In 2025, CDS had the honor of serving 9,495 individuals through our partners and case management programs. 
Children received vital services, such as occupational, physical, and speech therapy, prosthetics and orthotics, 
audiology, assessments, and early intervention support. Adults with disabilities connected to additional 
services to help them grow and thrive through our case management professionals.

“Moving into the new year, CDS welcomes new Executive Director, Melanie Gearhart, who brings a passion 
to serve children and adults with disabilities, while connecting the community to our mission and vision. 
Melanie brings both the heart and the leadership our growing community needs. Across our region, the 
number of children with disabilities continues to increase — mirroring statewide trends where thousands of 
families rely on critical support services. As demand rises, so does our responsibility to expand our reach and 
walk alongside the children and families who depend on CDS. With Melanie’s leadership, we are inspired by 
the possibilities — deeper partnerships, stronger support networks, and a future where every child has the 
opportunity to thrive.” — Anthony Toklo, Chairman of the Board. We are also tremendously grateful for the 
service and leadership of former Executive Director, Dana McConnell, and wish her the very best in her next 
chapter.

We look forward to continued growth and a strong, sustainable future for CDS and for the people we serve. 

Message from Leadership

Melanie Gearhart
CDS Executive Director
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Partners and Programs

Prisma Health Children’s Hospital
•	 Audiology: Provides comprehensive hearing evaluations, hearing aid sales, fitting 

and follow up services for the most advanced digital hearing aids available.  

•	 Kidnetics: Provides therapeutic services for children on an inpatient and 
outpatient basis from birth through age 21. Their comprehensive team is made up 
of occupational therapists, physical therapists, and speech-language pathologists. 
Team members work with the child’s family, physician, and school to extend all 
therapies into the child’s environment to maintain a continuum of care. 

•	 Developmental-Behavioral Pediatrics: Provides medical and developmental 
evaluations as well as psychological, neuropsychological, and educational tests to 
develop effective care management plans in consultation with families. 

•	 Wonder Center: Provides therapeutic treatment and day care for medically-
complex children from birth through age 6 with medical and developmental 
challenges requiring daily nursing care.

•	 Pediatric Prosthetics and Orthotics: Provides a full range of pediatric orthotic 
and prosthetic devices specifically designed for each child. Intervention may 
include cranial remolding, scoliosis management, and lower extremity bracing.

KidVentures of Thrive Upstate
Provides family training and service coordination for children with developmental 
delays and disabilities in the child’s natural environment, from birth through age 5.

Center for Developmental Services
•	 Partnership Coordination: CDS provides community outreach, enrichment activities, 

and building management on behalf of all the partners in our 35,000 sqft facility.

•	 Case Management: Case managers support people with disabilities by connecting 
them with resources and services through local agencies and Medicaid waivers. 
This program serves individuals residing in Greenville County who have intellectual 
disabilities, autism, and head and spinal cord injuries who qualify under OIDD 
eligibility.

Project Hope Foundation
Provides a lifespan of autism services, including education, Applied Behavioral 
Analysis (ABA) therapy, adult services, and community engagement. 

CDS exists to make caring for children with developmental delays and disabilities 
easier and more effective by linking medical and support services in a single location.
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By Age

55%
0-5 YEARS

31%
6-18 YEARS

14%
19+ YEARS

93%
Program 
Services

3%
Management & 

General

4%
Fundraising

Expense 
Allocation

Statistics

9,495
Individuals Served

79,383
Total Client Visits

Clients Served

Miracle Maker Society

Chuck Belding and Kathleen Wall
Lynn and Brian Blackburn
Marsha and Dan Bunnell
Cindy and Erv Burbach

Heather Cole
Libby and Charles Dalton

Sandra Hardaway
Sherri and Tee Hooper

Cristina and Heath Gerrald

Susan and Paul Grier
Cady Johnson

Barbara and Bob Knight
Jay League

Zach Marshall
Tonya and Grover Martin
Dana and Eric McConnell

Evelyn Penkert
Jean and Bill Schmidt

Minor and Hal Shaw
Alex Sierra

Terri and Brad Strange
Christina Stroud

Jane and Bill Sykes
Adrienne Talbert
Taylors Electric

Roberta Wetherington

This recognition level was established in 2012 for donors who pledge at least $1,000 per year for 
5 consecutive years.  Multi-year commitments are instrumental in sustaining our operations.
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15%
Grants

15%
Corporate and 
Individual Gifts

16%
Partner Fees

54%
Medicaid

Revenue Sources

By Age

55%
0-5 Years

33%
6-18 Years

12%
19+ Years

By County
Anderson 13%

Pickens 7%

Greenville 57%
Spartanburg 11%

Laurens 5%
Other 7%



Ruthanne: Where Possibility Begins

From the very beginning, Lenze and Cody Ramage knew their path to 
parenthood would include adoption. After years of waiting and learning 

about adoption and the tremendous need for children in India, they 
made a decision rooted in courage: to adopt a child with significant 

medical challenges. They broadened their medical openness, 
trusting that with the right support and the right community, they 
could say yes.

Once they decided to adopt a child with significant medical needs, 
almost instantly they were sent a file with information about a 
little girl who would become their wonderful daughter. They said 
when they saw her picture, they saw the biggest brown eyes they 

had ever seen, and in that moment they knew that Ruthanne would 
join their family. They said when they finally held her, their family 

became whole. 

Ruth Anne was born with spina bifida at the thoracic level and is paralyzed 
from the waist down. Once she was home, her parents learned she also faced 

additional spinal cord diagnoses, including severe scoliosis and kyphosis. The road 
ahead felt uncertain. There were new daily patterns to learn, new skills to master, and moments that felt 
overwhelming. However, there was also a fierce little spirit emerging in Ruthanne that was determined, 
observant, and full of light.

When the family first walked through the doors of the Center for Developmental Services (CDS), they 
immediately felt they were not alone. The space was bright and welcoming, not sterile or intimidating, 
and alive with possibility. Under one roof in downtown Greenville, therapies and specialists came 
together to wrap around their daughter and their family.

At CDS, Ruthanne began to discover what her body could do. She felt the 
thrill of a swing for the first time. She learned to guide her chair with 
growing confidence. Day by day, her muscles strengthened, her stamina 
increased, and her independence blossomed. Two and a half years 
later she can move through the halls at CDS like she owns them, 
transfer into her chair independently, celebrate every milestone, 
and will proudly announce that she hit 86 golf balls at Topgolf.

At home, she is the most loving big sister to Bertie, who joined the 
family at just two years old. Sweet, feisty, and fiercely independent, 
Ruthanne checks on everyone by asking how your children are and 
how your family is doing. She dreams without limits and is willing to 
be helpful around the house with chores. Some days she wants to be 
a doctor. Some days a child life specialist like her mom. Sometimes 
she wants to work for Amazon. And sometimes, she wants to be a 
mermaid. Whatever she chooses, her parents no longer see barriers, 
they only see possibilities.

"When the family first walked through the doors of the Center for 
Developmental Services, they immediately felt that they were not alone."

4



CDS could not make our incredible impact in the community without donor support. 
Thank you for your generous investment in the children and families we serve. 

Over $50,000
First Presbyterian Church of Greenville
Hathaway Family Foundation
The Michelin Charity Golf Tournament

$10,000 - $49,999
AC Controls
Kathleen Wall and Chuck Belding
Central Carolina Community Foundation 
- One SC Fund

The  Community Foundation of 
Greenville

Estate of Patricia Wrightson Hall
The F.W. Symmes Foundation
John I. Smith Charities, Inc.
Tonya and Grover Martin
MP Husky, LLC
The RLK Charitable Foundation
The Rose Ball
Jean and William Schmid

$2,500 - $9,999
Accent Portico LLC
Ted Bell
BlueCross BlueShield of South Carolina
Bon Secours Mercy Health
Wayne Buckingham
Marsha and Dan Bunnell
Bunnell Family Fund
Heather Cole
Dabo's All In Team Foundation
Debbie Dujardin
GE Foundation Company Match
Greenville County First Steps
Becky and Bobby Hartness
Hearst Television
Patty and Michael Hickey
Jean T. and Heyward G. Pelham 
Foundation

Barbara and Bob Knight
Metro Power Electric Co. (Carolina 
Power)

Milliken & Company Charitable Fund
Molina Healthcare of SC
Omron Foundation Inc.
Pacolet Milliken Enterprises, Inc.
The Priester Foundation
Minor and Harold Shaw
South State Bank
Span-America Medical Systems
Spinks Family Foundation
Carrie and Ryan Tiller

UBS Company Match
United Way of Greenville County
Sarah West

$1,000 - $2,499
3D Wealth Management
Shannon and Bret Barron
Lynn and Brian Blackburn
Bunnell-Lammons Engineering
David Burin
Kathy and John Burnett
Cameron Ashley Building Products
Regina Cartner
Tanya and Mike Coggin
Libby and Charles Dalton
Dexter Davis
Donna and Mark DeAngelis-Olthoff
Beth Dobson
Natalina and Jerry  Ferlauto
First Bank
Cristina and Heath Gerrald
Amy and Hunter Gibson
Susan and Paul Grier
Anne and Lincoln Hampshire
Sandra Hardaway
Sherry and Tee Hooper
Houston Federal Credit Union
Katharine Johnson
Dee and John Malone
Zach Marshall
Dana and Eric McConnell
Tracy and Aaron Shober
Southern First Bank
Terri and Brad Strange
Christina Stroud
Constance and Barry Templeton
The Elbert W Rogers Foundation
Total Quality Logistics
TQL Employees
TQL Foundation Inc.
Walmart Supercenter #1244
Roberta Wetherington
Suzanne and Bart Williams

$500 - $999
Lindsey and Neil Batavia
Borders Heritage Property Management
Andrew Butterfield
Ashley Capers
Carrie and Adam Christy
Bryan Cross
Betty Farr
Katie and Thomas Freeland
Garney
Anne and David Garrett

Ed Good
Priscilla Hagins
Dana Hammett
Patti and Michael Hayes
Lesa and Bill Kastler
Jason Littleton
Susan Martin
Karen and Salem Maud
Stephanie and Dominic Picciuto
Barbara and Robert E. Reeves
Robert W. Baird and Co. Inc.
Courtney Roberts
Alex Sierra
Joshua Sluiter
Penny and Claude Spears
Adrienne Talbert
Ann and Michael Templeton
Kelli and John Tripoli
United Bank Foundation
Jason Vaughn
Walmart #8278
Betty and Quentin Wiest
Mary and John Wingold

$250 - $499
Linda Albright
Amstead Industries Corporate Match
Trisha and Bill Biediger
Danny and Mary Alice Bowers
Chrissie and James Browning
Jason Burnside
Corey Cagle
Elizabeth DuBose
Find Great People
Fluor Company Match
Winnie Gan
GE Vernova Foundation Company 
Match

General Equipment and Supply
Brian Geppi
Paul Good III
George Haddad
Rob Hall
Austin Hanley
Joel Hedge
Mary Alice Hughes
Robin Lacroix
John League
Gena McGowan
Larry Miller
Cynthia Pando
Evelyn and Richard Penkert
Nathan Race
Karen Ratliff-Schaub
Jason Sherrill

2025 Donors
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Julie and Jeff Stephens
TD Charitable Foundation
Murray and Robert Thompson
Anthony Toklo
Angela and Danny Torres
United Chemical & Supply Co Inc
Walmart Neighborhood Market #2328

$100 - $249
Jennifer Atkins
Stephanie Ayers
Sherri Berendsen
Christine and Mark Bjerke
Tim Black
John Blessing
John Bomar
Linda and Gene Brees
Amy and Peter Brenner
Onix Brugueras-Leon
Caroline Avinger
Hunter Chamness
Jon Chilton
Thomas Chrustic
Beth Clark
Cindy Duncan
Mark Egan
Sara Eller
Maxie Eskew
Mary Carolyn Gilkinson
Chelsea Goff
Steve Hall
Nikki Hammons
Kathy and Thomas Harvey
Sondra Hellund
Leigh Ann and James Henson
Heather Hill
Cornelia Horner
Jenna Howard
Jane and Bob Ingram
A.L. Johnson
Mary Jones
Jill and Desmond Kelly
Sara and Thomas Kuckhoff
Nicholas Lee
Barbara Martin
Alison and Bryant McGowan
Ashley and Marc Metcalf
Lynn Naparty
Matthew Newton
Ryan Owens
David Phillips
Stephanie and Dane Pierce
Elizabeth and Tony Poteat
Cresent and Brent Railey
Robert Raustis
Jennifer B. Robinson
Laura Rowland
Johanna Ruiz
Susan Sachs
Janine and Steve Sally
Melissa Sanders
Mikel-Ann and Drew Scott
Kristy and Corey Shick
Billy Skelton
Tyson Smoak

Lee Stalvey
Andrew Strother
Janice and Patrick Sudduth
Tim Webb
Ann and Alton Whitley
Ed Williams
Rise' Wilson
Nathan Wright

Under $100
Abbott Laboratories Anonymous 
Donation and Company Match

Chris Arabe
Justin Ayers
Bank of America Corporate Match
Gregory Bida
Karen Blakely
CAF America Anonymous United Way 
Designation

Savanna Campbell
Cameron Cartee
Combined Federal Campaign
Courtdale Police
Jeff Cross
J. D. Dennis III
Linda Dorsey
Lauren Douglas
Fraser Forde
Becca Fox
Betania Freire
Britta Gervais
Barry Grubbs
Kaitlin Hall
Hunter Hegmann
Leigh and Edward Heidtman
Janice and Thomas Holcombe
Rachel James
Emma Johnson
Jessie Kendall-Marks
Pam Knight
Jessica Laughter
Lacey Lewis
Elizabeth Mae
Ginnette Malay-Romkey
Patricia Meyers
Erikka and Jason Misrahi
Rosemary New
NewRez Anonymous Donation
Tracy Nickles
Eximin Nora
Hayley Parker
Alicia Parsons
Nora Paulus
Carson Pellegrino
Shelby Platner
Dell Pulliam
Casey Purcell
Elizabeth Rhoads
Rob Rhodes
Mariam Shah
Scottie Shirley
Jack Sinex
Melanie and Darby Smith
Chad Snipes
Marvelous Spraggins

Auston Spriggs
Robynanne and David Strickland
Stephanie and Travis Tarbet
Wendy Thacker
Ryan Thackray
Laura Anne Turman
Leni Ulrich
United Way of the Piedmont
Walmart Spark For Good
Kimberly and Larry Ward
Kim and Rory Whelehan
Kathryn "Riley" Wilson

In Kind
4Imprint
AVL Solutions

In Honor of
In Honor of Suzanne Flint
     Priscilla Hagins

In Honor of Mitchell Holcombe
     Janice and Thomas Holcombe

In Honor of Rennee Shuler Jenkins
     Anonymous

In Honor of Jean Francis Knight
     Caroline Avinger
     Evelyn and Richard Penkert

In Honor of Dr. Watt McCain
     Stephanie and Dane Pierce

In Honor of the Maud Family
     Shannon and Bret Barron

In Honor of Karen Maud
     Nathan Race

In Honor of Dr. Bill Schmidt
     Becky and Bobby Hartness

In Honor of Millie Smith
     Rosemary New
     Melanie and Darby Smith

In Honor of Ryan Tiller
     Brad and Terri Strange

In Honor of Kimmy Wade
     Scottie Shirley

In Honor of Dr. D. Bart D. Williams
     Courtney Roberts

In Memory of
In Memory of John Burnett, Jr.
     Kathy and John Burnett 

In Memory of Linda A. Dennis
     J. D. Dennis III

In Memory of Cathy and Jimmy Francis
     Amy and Hunter Gibson

In Memory of Russ Kokal
     Dana Hammett
     Casey Purcell
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Unrestricted Gift
Gifts of cash or check

can be mailed to CDS at
29 N Academy Street. Gifts with 
ACH or credit cards accepted at 

www.cdservices.org/donate.

Gifts of Stock
CDS accepts gifts of stock which 

allows a tax-deductible advantage 
at market-value. 

Other Investments
Donors over 71 years who 

must take a Required Minimum 
Distribution can direct their funds 
to CDS. Life insurance policies are 

also accepted.

Endowment Gift
Our endowment began in 2019 

to ensure our programs will help 
children for years to come.

Bequeaths
Leaving a lasting legacy to CDS 
will help ensure children with 

developmental challenges have 
access to the resources

they need.

Restricted Gift
Any gift that specifically supports 

a requested need such as pool 
equipment or HVAC.

Giving Guide
There are many ways to support the vital work we do. We 
appreciate the critical investments made in our programs and 
future sustainability so we can be there for families who need us.

For more information, contact Joy Blue at (864) 331-1314 or Joy.Blue@cdservices.org


